CHAPTER X

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE  (1564-1616)

COLLECTIVE EDITIONS

The Folios

THE first collective ed. of Shakespeare's plays was the
"First Folio", printed in 1623 (licensed Nov. 85 1623)
and ed. byJohnHeminge and Henry Condell, two of Shake-
speare's fellow actors. The title of the book is Mr. William
Shakespeare's Comedies, Histories and Tragedies. Published accord-
ing to the True Original Copies. London, Printed by Isaac Jdggard
and Ed. Blount, 1623. On the title page is the engraving called
the "Droeshout" portrait of Shakespeare. The prefatory
matter includes the famous lines of Ben Jonson, "To the
Mernorie of my beloved The Author Mr. William Shakespeare
And what he hath left us." The folio contains 35 plays,
seventeen of which were printed here for the first time. There
are believed to be about 156 copies still in existence. The
original price was twenty shillings. It has been reproduced
several times in facs. The standard modern facs. rpts. are
those ed. by Sir Sidney Lee (Oxford, 1902 and Methuen,
igio), and by J. Dover Wilson (plays in separate vols. each
with introd. 1929- ). There are studies of the First Folio
in Sir S. Lee's introd. to his facs. edd., W. W. Greg's The
Bibliographical History of the First Folio (The Library., IV, 1903),
A. W. Pollard's Shakespeare Folios and Quartos (1909), and On
The Anniversary of the First Folio (in Shakespeare Studies3
N.Y., 1927).

The Second Folio is a rpt. of the First. It appeared in 1632
and in this ed. Milton's An Epitaph on the admirable Dramaticke
Poety W. Shakespeare is printed among the commendatory
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